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Sir: 

The documents listed on the accompanying Form PTO-1449 are brought to the 
examiner's attention: 

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2001/0007987 (Igata) discloses creating indexes 
and searching structured documents, mentioning XML at [0007] and [0106], and 
focusing on enabling a sibling relationship between document parts to be included in 
search conditions (Summary of the Invention). 

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2001/0027482 (Ono et al) discloses searching 
documents in a variety of data formats, including XML, "without making an operator feel 
the difference of media or data format" [0006]. 

• U.S. Patent No. 6,631,373 (Otani et al.) discloses a segmented document indexing and 
search arrangement, vaguely mentioning XML (column 12, line 8) as an alternative 
document structure that could be searched. 

Because all cited references are U.S. Patents or U.S. Patent Application Publications, it is 
not necessary to submit copies of the references. 1276 OG 55 (August 5, 2003). 

Applicants request that the examiner initial the accompanying Form PTO-1449 and mail 
a copy of the initialed form to Applicants' representative's correspondence address, to 
affirmatively indicate official consideration of the documents. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date: January 27, 2004 



For Customer No. 26652 
Voice: 301.464.0431 




Raymond C. Glenny , Esq: 
Registration No. 32,413 
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